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SmartScan technology pioneers in-line data
collection for unpiggable pipelines. 
One third of the world’s pipelines are currently unpiggable because
of access and valve restrictions, multi-diameter designs, impassable
fittings and a myriad of other configuration issues. While regulations
demand more rigorous compliance criteria – operators have limited,
expensive options for integrity assessment. 

Now, for many of those pipelines, this no longer has to be the case. 

GE Energy’s new tool for unpiggable
pipelines
This is the first generation in a whole family of advanced in-line inspection
tools based on SmartScan™ technology. These tools are capable of
affordably navigating previously unpiggable pipelines – giving pipeline
operators multi-million-dollar savings potential.

The SmartScan tool can be deployed from our innovative new angled
hot-tap system and mobile launchers and receivers (patent pending)
through a hydraulic chute that is attached over a smaller-bore hole
in the pipe. The hot-tap fitting remains as part of your asset, providing
easy access for future inspections and cleaning requirements. 

SmartScan can enter and exit pipe sections between restricted
valves, can utilize valve bypasses for continuous inspection
over longer distances, or can be inserted to just inspect High
Consequence Areas (HCAs). 

Also inspects low-flow or out-of-service lines
Future versions of the SmartScan tool will incorporate a self-propelled
crawler-tractor to maneuver through pipelines with low flow or no
flow at all.  

It gives you the advantage of inspecting during scheduled maintenance
intervals – thereby minimizing the total cost of service interruptions.

Data Quality
SmartScan delivers a comprehensive integrity evaluation based
on our proprietary high-resolution MFL data collection process. This
enables data to be fully integrated, aligned and visualized for maximum
analysis value.

With this quality of data now possible, and our PipeView™ Suite of
advanced software applications – you now have a complete picture
of your pipeline’s immediate and long-term integrity.


